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Kalendar

December 21
Saint Thomas the
Apostle

December 26
Saint Stephen
Deacon & Martyr

December 27
Saint John Apostle &
Evangelist
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Stop, Wait and Listen

Several weeks ago I had the
opportunity to sit downstairs with
some of the students of the
Bethlehem School for story

time. (Apparently your rector has a
flare for the dramatic
and the teachers caught
wind of it!) So I took
some time on a
Wednesday afternoon to
sit and read a story to
these remarkable
children. It was then
and there that I realized that these
little ones had the essence of Advent
within them by natural instinct. As 1
prepared to read them their story
they stopped what they were doing,
sat down to wait for the story to
begin, and listened ever so intently to
the words of a colorful and exciting

children's book.

The

Rector’s
Corner

It's the wonder of children that the
Church hopes we will recapture
during the Advent season. Just as
Jesus told the disciples to "suffer the
little children to come unto me" He
found within the faith and innocence

of children the keys to the
Kingdom of God. In their desire
to hear the story I brought them
that Wednesday afternoon, those
children embodied the spirit of our
Advent season. Their stopping,
waiting and listening was more
than just respectful behavior for
Father Mike. It was generated out
of their desire to hear with joy
something new and

wonderful. Jesus knew this about
children and offered their example
to His busy and overworked
disciples.

How do we come again to the
wonderful story of Christmas (one
we've heard so many times) and
recapture that desire to stop, wait
and listen? How do we as cynical
adults beset on all sides by the
tyranny of adult responsibilities set
all of that aside and find our way
to the proverbial story time
carpet? Stopping, waiting and
listening take time, and where in
this the busiest of all seasons will
we find that most valuable of
resources? (cont’d on pg; 2)
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THE JOURNEY TOGETHER

Rectors’s Message (cont’d)

The season of Advent is one that asks us
something remarkable. While the world
around us hustles and bustles to cram vast
amounts of life into the ever dimming days
before Christmas, the Church asks us to do
something utterly and completely against our
seasonally accelerated sensibilities. The
Church asks us during Advent to stop, wait
and listen. I want to offer our Sunday
worship this year as a time to stop, wait and
listen. This Advent, using different
congregational music and moments of
silence, we will set aside a time every week to
stop, wait and listen to the story of God's
coming into the world. The story we hear of
the coming of Jesus into the world is as
exciting and colorful as it has ever

been. However, I hope this season you will
get the chance to rekindle your natural
instincts; stop, wait and listen to the season

of Advent like a little child.

-Fr. Mike

Advent Forums

During Advent, after both the 8:30 a.m. &
10:00 a.m. services, we’ll gather in the New
Room for four weekly forums to discuss the
weekly Gospel lessons. These forums will
take place during the coffee hour, and will
give parishioners an opportunity to delve
more deeply into the texts that guide this re-
markable season of the church.

Sermons On-line

Father Mike’s sermons are now being posted
on our website. So if you can’t make it to
church one Sunday, want to hear a sermon
again or spread the word to others about St.
Paul’s here is a great way to do it. Just go to
www.stpaulslynnfield.org/
sermonarchive.html. There is also a direct
link on the homepage to make it easier to
tind. Many thanks to Paul Bowen, Jen Vath
& Jessica Faulkner for making this happen!
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THE JOURNEY TOGETHER

Christmas Flowers

It is customary at Christmas to do-
nate flowers in memory or honor
of loved ones. This is a wonderful
way to remember them as well as
contribute towards our beautifully
decorated church. If you are inter-
ested , please submit the names
you would like remembered along
with your offering by Friday, De-
cember 18th.

Desktop Publishers

Our Courier publisher , Mary Beth
Nolt will no longer be able to help

us out every month. Over the past
yeat, she has made our newsletter
come to life with colorful pictures
and quotes and we wish her well.
We are looking for someone else to
take over and help us out monthly.

If you are interested please see
Father Mike.

We be Chillin!!

On Wednesday nights in Decem-
ber Nancy Anderson would like to
offer everybody a little bit of
heaven amidst the hustle and bus-
tle of the holiday season. Guided
meditation, deep breathing, and
peace to bring home with you and
into your lives. So, ok some laugh-
ter too! Please join me, give it a
whirl and take a breather! See you
at 6:00 p.m. and don’t forget to
wear comfy clothes and bring a
blanket and pillow. Sign-up sheet

will be in the “New Room”. Any
questions, call Nancy @781-342-
5335.
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O Come,
Let Us
Adore Him

O Come,
Let Us
Adore Him

O Come,
Let Us
Adore Him

Christ, the
Lord!

The H)/mna]
1982
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Christmas Caroling

Calling all ye makers of joy-
tul noise! St. Paul’s is gathering
anyone who likes to sing and
who’d like to make Christmas a bit
more joyful for friends, family, and
neighbors who are “shut-ins” or
could otherwise use a little Christ-
mas joy.

Date: Sunday, Dec. 27,

o Meeting at St. Paul’s at 5:45PM,
returning around 8PM, fol-
lowed by hot beverages and

goodies at the church. (Snow
date: Monday, Dec. 28)

e “Rehearsal” at noon on the
27%. Not required, but poten-
tially helpful.

« No particular talent required.
Just enthusiasm.

o Adults and kids welcome and
encouraged to participate.

o DPlan to dress warmly and bring

tlashlights.

« Carol booklets will be provided.

“What is needed:

1. Your name(s) and email/phone
it you'd like to participate (for
planning and communications put-
poses)

2. Names, street addresses, and
town of local people (especially
those attached to St. Paul’s) who
could use a caroling visit.

Please forward the above informa-
tion to Priscilla March at
pmarch@parula.us, or call her (781-

334-5292). Or drop a note in the
offering plate on Sunday, or call the
church office.
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THE JOURNEY OUTWARD

Christmas Gifts for Kids

This year as in prior years we are gath-
ering gifts for children in need—children
who otherwise would have nothing on
Christmas Day-who attend the Murphy
School in the city of Boston. We have seen
and heard of the gratitude of the parents of
these children for our generosity. You can
take part in this rewarding ministry by choos-
ing a child’s name from the wreath in the
“New Room”. We are also asking for dona-
tions of Stop & Shop and Target gift cards.
All wrapped gift packages with the children’s
names on them should be delivered to the
church by Sunday, December 13th. Please
contact Tricia May, our co-ordinator with any

questions you may have.

St. Luke’s Meal Ministry

We as a parish have been involved in serving
meals at St. Luke’s Soup Kitchen in Chelsea,
MA since May, 2009. It’s become a monthly
routine for many of us. The talk, hard work,
and friends I’ve met at St. Luke’s are some-
thing I’ve grown to love. Everyone helps to
prepare the meals and fortunately I get to
stay away from the stove.

Several weeks ago during a group
presentation, Father Mike asked a very sim-
ple question which was this, “Why do you do
this ?” And a rush of thoughts came to
mind. “The need is great here, and I need to
help”, “It feels good to serve”, “I love doing
it”, “The guests here are really no different
than we are”, and “We feed because we are
spiritually fed”. Shortly afterwards, we fin-
ished up the presentation and I went home.
But I left with a nagging feeling that I just
hadn’t answered the question the way I
wanted to. I had left something out. I began
to rationalize the void with my introverted
nature and difficulty putting the feelings I
had into the right words. I needed time and
quiet space to process my thoughts. Then it
hit me, the problem was that this was all
about ME. And so while the things said
were true, the most important reason I feel
called to work at St. Luke’s is because of
who God is and what he has done for me
through Christ. He doesn’t need me to do
this work, I need Him. Ministering to the
hungry people of Chelsea walking through
the door each month is deeply satisfying for
me. And my hope is that I do it always as a
thankful response to His love.

-Jen 1 ath
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Save the Date!

Christmas Eve Services
5:00 p.m.—Holy Eucharist & Pageant
11:00 p.m.—Holy Eucharist & Choir

Christmas Day-10:00 a.m.—Holy Eucharist
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